The epidemiology of hepatitis C among injecting drug users in Belgium.
In industrialised countries, injecting drug use is currently the most important risk factor for infection with hepatitis C, resulting in high prevalence rates of hepatitis C among injecting drug users. To contain the hepatitis C epidemic major efforts should be done to prevent new infection among injecting drug users. Monitoring infection rates are crucial as it may provide feedback on the effectiveness of interventions. In this article the epidemiology of hepatitis C among injecting drug users in Belgium is briefly reviewed. More specifically the prevalence of anti-HCV antibodies, the prevalence of co-infections, the proportion of chronic HCV carriers, the distribution of genotypes and preventive measures among injecting drug users in Belgium are discussed and compared to the situation elsewhere in Western Europe.